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basin fluctuates during a season or from year to year in response to the amount of
precipitation. This exposes bare substrate needed for germination by species of the
community. Muck flats are found in northern Indiana.

e Panne: Panne is a groundwater fed herbaceous wetland occupying interdunal
swales near Lake Michigan. Pannes are located on the lee side of the first or
second line of dunes from the lakeshore. The soil is wet, caicareous sand. Pannes
are located in counties bordering Lake Michigan.

» Sand flat: Sand flat is a shoreline and lake community possessing a unigue flora of
sedges and annual plants, many of which are also found on the Atlantic and Guif
Coastal Plains. This community is found at the margins of lakes or covering shallow
basins. This community has a sand substrate. During high water periods sand flats
at the margins of lakes or ponds are inundated. The water level of a basin fluctuates
during a season or from year to year in response to the amount of precipitation. This
exposes bare substrate needed for germination by species of the community. Sand

~ flats occur in northern Indiana, and in the Plainville Sand Section of southwest
Indiana.

¢ Sedge meadow: Sedge meadow is an herbaceous wetland typically dominated by
graminoid species such as flat sedge (Cyperus spp.), spike rush (Eleocharis spp.),
rushes (Juncus spp.) and sedges (Carex spp.). Sedge meadow is an herbaceous
wetland of stream margins and river floodplains, and lake margins or upland
depressions. Streamside sedge meadows are frequently flooded in the spring and
early summer. Sedge meadows of lake margins and depressions often contain
standing water during wet months and after heavy rains; during dry periods, the
water level is at or just below the substrate. Sedge meadow usually occupies the
ground between a marsh and the uplands, or a shrub swamp or wet forest. Periodic
high water can kil trees and shrubs invading sedge meadows. Sedge meadows can
be found in the northern half of the state.

¢ Shrub swamp: Shrub swamp is a shrub-dominated wetland that is seasonally
inundated to intermittently exposed. This community occurs in depressions and the
substrate in either mineral soils or muck, as opposed to peat which is characteristic
of bogs. Shrub swamp is characterized by non-flowing or very slowly flowing water
with levels that fluctuate seasonally. Shrub swamps are persistent, though
considered successional. Two opportunistic native shrubs, sandbar willow (Salix
exigua) and gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa), by themselves, are not indicative of
shrub swamps. This community type is found throughout indiana.

o Sinkhole pond: Sinkhole ponds are water-containing depressions in karst
topography. Sinkhole ponds are found in the Mitchell Karst Plain in south-central
indiana.

» Sinkhole swamp: Sinkhole swamps are depressions in karst topography
dominated by tree or shrub species. Sinkhole swamps are found in the Mitchell
Karst Plain in south-central Indiana.

o Wet floodplain forest: Wet floodplain forest is a broadleaf deciduous forest of river
floodplains. Wet floodplain forests occur in depressions and flats on narrow to wide
floodplains and aiso on recently exposed substrates that are frequently flooded. Wet
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fioodplain forests are frequently flooded and may have standing water seasonally to
permanently present. Wet floodplain forests occur statewide.

» Wet prairie: Wet prairie is an herbaceous wetland typically dominated by graminoid
species such as prairie cordgrass (Spartina pectinata), bluejoint (Calamagrostis
canadensis), and sedges (Carex spp.). Vegetation height is often 2-3 m. The
species diversity of wet prairies is lower than that of mesic prairies. Wet prairies
occur in deep swales and the substrate ranges from very deep black mineral soils
(which are high in organic matter) to muck. Ponding in spring lasts for several
weeks prior to drainage. Wet prairies commonly occur in the Grand Prairie Natural
Region, the Tipton Till Plain and the Bluffton Till Plain, with a few examples found in
the Northern Lakes Natural Region.

¢ Wet sand prairie: Wet sand prairie is an herbaceous wetland typically dominated
by graminoid species such as prairie cordgrass (Spartina pectinata), bluejoint
(Calamagrostis canadensis), and sedges (Carex spp.). Vegetation height is often 2-
3 m. The species diversity of wet prairies is lower than that of mesic prairies. Wet
lowland prairies occur in deep swales and the substrate is sand, sometimes mixed
with muck. Flooding is a regular springtime occurrence in wet sand prairie and may
last several weeks. This community occurs in a mosaic with marsh and other
wetlands, and with upland prairies and sand savannas. Fire was frequent
occurrence, but more common in the fall when waters had receded. This community
occurs in northwest Indiana and in the Plainsville Sands area.





